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Course Details

COURSE INFORMATION
Course Topic
Legal protest rights and non-cooperation tactics
Audience
Union staff, leaders, and members in public schools with varying levels of experience in organizing or protest, seeking effective nonviolent resistance strategies and legal awareness in an increasingly restrictive and authoritarian environment.
Goals
Participants will understand how to safely exercise protest rights, evaluate and apply non-cooperation and disrupt power tactics, and strategically plan collective actions that challenge authoritarianism in public education contexts.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1. Identify First Amendment rights and legal considerations for protest as public school union members.
1. Understand why non-cooperation tactics are needed now.
1. Explain the concept and historical effectiveness of non-cooperation in resisting authoritarianism.
1. Recognize and assess risks of participation in public demonstrations, including recent anti-protest laws and military deployments.
1. Map pillars of support within power structures and select tactics to weaken undemocratic support systems.
1. Apply a variety of non-cooperation tactics in individual, group, and community contexts.
1. Develop safety and escalation plans for protest and collective action.
1. Access and utilize resources for legal protection, rapid-response, and effective organizing.
Course Outline

OVERVIEW
Protest Rights & Non-Cooperation Tactics for Public School Unionists
Description
Are you ready to defend your rights and disrupt undemocratic power in public education? In this course, you'll gain the knowledge and tools to safely exercise your protest rights, understand the urgent need for non-cooperation, and apply proven tactics to challenge authoritarianism. Through practical lessons, real-world examples, and strategic planning tools, you'll learn how to map power, select effective tactics, and protect yourself and your community. By the end, you'll be empowered to take collective action with confidence, backed by legal awareness and a strong support network.
Lessons
1. Understanding Your Protest Rights as Public School Unionists
1. Why Non-Cooperation? The Urgency of Resistance Now
1. Mapping Power and Non-Cooperation Tactics
1. Safety, Escalation, and Legal Support for Collective Action

LESSON #1
Understanding Your Protest Rights as Public School Unionists
Description
This lesson introduces the First Amendment rights relevant to public school union members, clarifies legal considerations for protest participation, and explains the distinction between on-duty and off-duty protections. It covers the legal landscape, including recent anti-protest laws and the risks associated with public demonstrations, and provides guidance on how to prepare for and respond to law enforcement encounters.
Key Topics
First Amendment Rights for Public School Employees, Legal Protections: On-Duty vs. Off-Duty, Recent Anti-Protest Laws and Military Deployments, Risks and Consequences of Protest Participation, Best Practices for Legal Safety and Documentation

LESSON #2
Why Non-Cooperation? The Urgency of Resistance Now
Description
This lesson explores the current climate of authoritarianism in public education and society, explaining why non-cooperation tactics are increasingly necessary. It draws on historical and contemporary examples to illustrate the effectiveness of non-cooperation and introduces the concept of disrupting power through collective action.
Key Topics
Authoritarianism in Public Education and Society, Why Non-Cooperation Tactics Are Needed, Historical Effectiveness of Non-Cooperation, Case Studies of Nonviolent Resistance

LESSON #3
Mapping Power and Non-Cooperation Tactics
Description
This lesson combines the analysis of power structures and the practical application of non-cooperation tactics. Learners will identify pillars of support, use strategic planning tools, and select and adapt tactics for individuals, groups, and communities. Real-world examples and case studies will illustrate how to disrupt undemocratic systems effectively.
Key Topics
Understanding Power Structures and Pillars of Support, Mapping Allies and Opponents, Strategic Planning Tools (e.g., Spectrum of Allies, Points of Intervention), Overview of Non-Cooperation Tactics, Adapting Tactics to Context

LESSON #4
Safety, Escalation, and Legal Support for Collective Action
Description
This lesson focuses on developing safety and escalation plans for protests and collective actions. It covers how to prepare for demonstrations, protect yourself and others, respond to emergencies, and access legal protection and rapid-response resources. The lesson also addresses how to coordinate with legal observers and support networks.
Key Topics
Developing Safety and Escalation Plans, Personal and Group Safety Strategies, Legal Protection and Rapid-Response Resources, Coordinating with Legal Observers and Support Networks
Source Materials

06.12.25 NEA Protest Guidance (1).pdf
collective noncooperation training
educator rights guidance
non cooperation strategies
noncooperation resistance resources
image1.png




