Influence of powerful elites on public institutions, the movement to privatize and "attack" public education is driven by a network of billionaires, conservative foundations, and corporate-backed lobbying groups. [1, 2, 3] 

These funders aim to divert public funds toward school vouchers, charter schools, and privatization efforts. Key players identified include: [4] 

Top Billionaire Funders 
· Jeff Yass: A Pennsylvania billionaire and co-founder of Susquehanna International Group, Yass has become the largest donor in this space, spending tens of millions across 20+ states to promote school vouchers and oust pro-public education officials. 
· Betsy DeVos & Family: Long-time proponents of school choice, the DeVos family has consistently funded initiatives designed to dismantle public education systems. 
· The Walton Family Foundation: Known for providing significant financial support to pro-charter school organizations. 
· Koch Network: David and Charles Koch, through their foundations, fund the State Policy Network (SPN), a group of think tanks advocating for vouchers and opposing teachers' unions. 
· Tim Dunn and the Wilks Brothers: Identified as major funders for anti-public education efforts in Texas, spending heavily on campaign donations to sway legislation. 
· Laurene Powell Jobs: Through the Emerson Collective, she has supported initiatives aimed at disrupting traditional education. [1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10] 
Key Organizations & Lobbying Networks 
· State Policy Network (SPN): A network of conservative think tanks that work to push school choice policies at the state level. 
· American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC): A corporate-backed group that creates model legislation for school privatization (e.g., Education Savings Accounts). 
· 50CAN: A network of advocacy groups that push for charter school expansion. 
· Parents for Educational Freedom/Education Freedom Alliance: Organizations focused on lobbying for vouchers and school choice. [1, 11] 
Motivations and Tactics 
· Voucher Schemes: "School vouchers" are used to steer public funding toward private and for-profit entities, often in the guise of "school choice". 
· For-Profit Charters: Entities like Academica and National Heritage Academies are cited for using charter models to siphon money from public education. 
· "Disrupting" Education: Some funders, like those associated with the Emerson Collective, focus on ed-tech and "disrupting" the education landscape. 
· Anti-Union Sentiment: Many of these funders also support initiatives designed to weaken teachers' unions. [1, 4, 6, 12, 13, 14] 
LittleSis and partner organizations like Hedge Clippers and the Network for Public Education map these financial flows to highlight how these actors are undermining public education systems. [2, 13] 
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