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Course Details

COURSE INFORMATION
Course Topic
Billionaire-led privatization of public education
Tone
informative, urgent, empowering, professional
Audience
Public school employees and union staff who represent them.
Goals
Learners will be able to identify key billionaire actors, understand their motivations and tactics for privatizing public education, and recognize the impacts on public schools so they can better inform, organize, and defend their institutions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1. Identify the primary billionaires and organizations driving public education privatization.
1. Describe the strategies these actors use to influence policy, legislation, and public opinion.
1. Explain Jeff Yass’s background, motivations, and methods for funding privatization efforts.
1. Assess the concrete financial and educational impacts of privatization on public schools and communities.
1. Apply this knowledge to support organizing, advocacy, and public awareness initiatives.
Course Outline

OVERVIEW
Billionaire-Led Privatization: Defending Public Education from Elite Influence
Description
What happens when a handful of billionaires reshape the future of our public schools? This course pulls back the curtain on the powerful individuals and organizations working to privatize and defund public education in America. Designed for public school employees and union representatives, you’ll gain vital insights into the key actors, their motivations, and the real-world impacts of their efforts. Equip yourself with the knowledge and strategies needed to inform, organize, and defend your school community against these coordinated attacks.
Lessons
1. Mapping the Billionaire Network: Key Actors in Privatization
1. Tactics and Strategies: How Privatization Efforts Shape Policy and Opinion
1. Jeff Yass: Background, Motivations, and Methods
1. Consequences of Privatization: Impact on Public Schools and Communities
1. From Knowledge to Action: Organizing and Advocacy for Public Education

LESSON #1
Mapping the Billionaire Network: Key Actors in Privatization
Description
This lesson introduces the primary billionaires and organizations driving the push to privatize public education. It will cover who these individuals and groups are, their backgrounds, and the scope of their influence. The lesson will start with an overview of the privatization movement, then profile major funders such as Jeff Yass, Betsy DeVos, the Walton Family, the Koch Network, and others, concluding with an exploration of the key organizations and lobbying networks they support. This provides foundational knowledge for understanding the broader landscape.
Key Topics
Overview of the education privatization movement, Profiles of key billionaire funders (Yass, DeVos, Walton, Koch, etc.), Major foundations and lobbying organizations (AFC, ALEC, SPN, etc.)

LESSON #2
Tactics and Strategies: How Privatization Efforts Shape Policy and Opinion
Description
This lesson explores the specific strategies and tactics used by billionaire actors and their allies to influence policy, legislation, and public perception. It will begin by outlining legislative lobbying, election influence, and the creation of 'school choice' narratives. The lesson will then examine mechanisms such as vouchers, ESAs, charter school expansion, and anti-union campaigns, concluding with how these tactics impact public debates and policymaking. The lesson emphasizes concrete examples and case studies for clarity.
Key Topics
Legislative lobbying and election funding, Promotion of vouchers, ESAs, and charter schools, Framing public debates and shaping narratives ('failing schools', 'school choice'), Anti-union campaigns and undermining public trust

LESSON #3
Jeff Yass: Background, Motivations, and Methods
Description
This lesson focuses on Jeff Yass as a case study of billionaire influence in education privatization. It will detail his personal background, wealth sources, political ideology, and motivations for promoting privatization and school choice. The lesson will break down his financial strategies, including direct donations, PAC funding, and targeted legislative campaigns, and conclude by examining the national and local impacts of his activities. This lesson builds on prior knowledge of the privatization movement to provide a deep dive into one of its most influential figures.
Key Topics
Jeff Yass's biography and financial background, Philosophical and political motivations, Funding strategies and legislative influence, Impacts of Yass's efforts on education policy

LESSON #4
Consequences of Privatization: Impact on Public Schools and Communities
Description
This lesson examines the direct and indirect impacts of privatization on public schools, educators, students, and communities. It will start by outlining financial consequences, such as the diversion of public funds, decreased resources, and increased inequities. The lesson will then address educational and social impacts, including segregation, loss of services, and accountability issues. Real-world examples and data from key states will illustrate these effects, providing a comprehensive understanding of what is at stake.
Key Topics
Financial impacts: funding loss, resource diversion, Educational impacts: segregation, service cuts, accountability gaps, Disproportionate effects on marginalized students and communities, Case studies from Arizona, Florida, Texas, and others

LESSON #5
From Knowledge to Action: Organizing and Advocacy for Public Education
Description
This lesson translates course knowledge into practical advocacy and organizing tools for public school employees and union staff. It will begin by reviewing strategies for informing colleagues and the public, then move into identifying opportunities for collective action, policy engagement, and coalition-building. The lesson concludes with guidance on crafting public awareness campaigns and responding to privatization efforts at the local and state levels, empowering participants to defend and strengthen public education.
Key Topics
Communicating about privatization threats, Organizing strategies for school employees and unions, Policy advocacy and coalition-building, Public awareness campaigns and community engagement
Source Materials

06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf
Billionaires and conservative foundations are actively driving the privatization of public education to redirect public funds to private.docx
Influence of powerful elites on public institutions.docx
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