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Native Hawaiian leaders have played foundational, often-overlooked roles in shaping both organized labor and the public education system in Hawaiʻi. Historically, both movements served as critical arenas for Native Hawaiians (Kānaka Maoli) to resist institutional assimilation, secure workers' rights, and revitalize indigenous language and self-determination. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

Key Figures in the Labor Movement
While early plantation history often spotlights immigrant labor from Asia, Native Hawaiian organizers and workers pioneered the islands' earliest labor actions and led prominent multi-ethnic public and private sector unions. [1, 5, 6] 
· 
· Harry Kamoku (1905–1957): A critical figure in maritime labor, Kamoku founded the Hilo Longshoremen’s Association in 1935. He was an early, passionate advocate for multi-ethnic unionizing, actively fighting against the race-based division tactics used by plantation and shipping executives. His work laid the groundwork for the powerful International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) in Hawaiʻi. [6, 7, 8, 9, 10] 
· Jack Kawano & Fred Kamahoahoa: Working along the Honolulu waterfront during the 1930s, these two Native Hawaiian organizers were instrumental in mobilizing dockworkers. Alongside Kamoku, they successfully shifted Hawaiʻi labor away from segregated, nationality-based organizing into unified, industry-wide bargaining forces. [6, 11] 
· Walter Kupau (1936–1999): Born in Kalihi, Oʻahu, Kupau became one of the most powerful and influential modern labor leaders in the state. He served as the chief negotiator and financial secretary of the Hawaii Carpenters Union Local 745, growing it into the largest local within the union. As president of the Hawaiʻi State AFL-CIO from 1969 to 1984, he successfully lobbied against "Right-to-Work" legislation that aimed to weaken unions. [1] 
· The Lahainaluna and Kōloa Strikers (1839 & 1841): Long before formal union integration, Kānaka Maoli workers initiated the first recorded labor strikes in Hawaiʻi history. In 1839, Native Hawaiian students operating the printing press at Lahainaluna school walked off the job to demand higher wages. Two years later, in 1841, Native Hawaiian sugar workers staged the first general strike at the Kōloa plantation to protest poor working conditions and demand cash wages over standard factory scrip. [12, 13] 
· 

Key Figures in the Public Education Movement
The public education movement in Hawaiʻi began as a sovereign project of the Hawaiian Kingdom, boasting global-leading literacy rates before transitioning into an institutional tool for Americanization after the 1893 overthrow. Native Hawaiian leaders have consistently fought to build, protect, and reclaim public school curricula. [2, 4, 14, 15, 16] 
· 
· King Kauikeaouli / Kamehameha III (1813–1854): Kauikeaouli is the true architect of public education in Hawaiʻi. In 1840, he officially codified public education into the Hawaiian Constitution, creating the first compulsory public school system in the archipelago. Under his proactive policies, Hawaiian-language schools expanded rapidly, pushing the kingdom’s literacy rate to nearly 90% by the mid-19th century.
· Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop (1831–1884): Though her legacy exists primarily via a private trust, Princess Pauahi's last will and testament provided the framework for the Kamehameha Schools, allocating her vast estate to educate Native Hawaiian children. Her legacy became a benchmark for modern culturally responsive public education models, inspiring generations of educators who would eventually enter the public and charter sectors.
· Dr. Haunani-Kay Trask (1949–2021): A towering intellectual, educator, and activist, Dr. Trask was a primary leader of the Hawaiian Renaissance. As a professor and the co-founder of the Kamakakūokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, she systematically transformed higher public education. She created an institutional space for indigenous scholarship and histories that had been suppressed since the territorial ban on the Hawaiian language.
· The Founders of ʻAha Pūnana Leo: In the late 20th century, educators like Kauanoe Kamanā, William H. "Pila" Wilson, and Larry Kimura fought to overturn the 1896 law that had banned the Hawaiian language as a medium of instruction in public schools. Through grassroots advocacy, they successfully lobbied the Hawaiʻi State Legislature in 1986 to lift the ban. This monumental effort directly led to the establishment of the state's modern public Hawaiian Language Immersion Program (Kula Kaiapuni) and the Native Hawaiian charter school movement. [3, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23] 
· 

Parallel Legacy Summary
	Movement
	Core Historic Focus
	Impact of Native Hawaiian Leaders

	Labor Movement
	Breaking corporate oligarchy and securing fair wages.
	Speardropped the shift away from segregated, single-ethnicity organizing into powerful multi-ethnic coalitions.

	Public Education
	Reclaiming indigenous identity and community pedagogy.
	Transitioned education from a sovereign mandate, through a period of colonial erasure, to a modern vehicle for language immersion and political consciousness.


If you want to delve deeper, let me know if you would like to look into:
· 
· The specific history of the 1946 Sugar Strike and its intersectional organizing.
· The timeline and structure of the public Hawaiian Immersion Schools (Kaiapuni).
· The legislative battles surrounding the 1970 Public Employee Collective Bargaining Law. [5, 23, 24, 25] 
· 
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Native Hawaiian women (wāhine) have been instrumental leaders in securing civil rights, protecting indigenous knowledge, and shaping modern education and working conditions in Hawaiʻi. [1] 
Public Education Movement Leaders
· 
· Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop: The most foundational figure in Native Hawaiian education. She rejected the Hawaiian throne and instead left her vast estate to establish the Kamehameha Schools Foundation. Her legacy still funds the education of tens of thousands of Native Hawaiian children. [2, 3, 4, 5] 
· Dr. Haunani-Kay Trask: A fierce academic, author, and revolutionary leader of the Hawaiian sovereignty movement. She transformed public higher education by founding and directing the Kamakakūokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. Her work challenged institutional racism and shifted how Hawaiian history is taught. [6, 7, 8, 9] 
· Dr. Pualani Kanakaʻole Kanahele: A renowned scholar, educator, and cultural practitioner. Alongside her mother Edith Kanakaʻole, she pushed for the inclusion of authentic Native Hawaiian knowledge, hula, and genealogy within higher education systems. [10, 11, 12] 
· The Pioneers of ʻAha Pūnana Leo: Activists and educators who led the 25-year political and educational battle to lift the ban on the Hawaiian language (ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi). They established Hawaiian language immersion preschools and successfully fought to integrate indigenous language education back into the public school system. [13, 14, 15, 16, 17] 
· 
Labor Movement and Working-Class Advocates



Ah Quon McElrath: While of Chinese descent rather than Native Hawaiian, "AQ" is the most iconic woman leader in Hawaiʻi’s modern labor movement. Working alongside the International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU), she organized multi-ethnic plantation workers, advocated for social justice, and fought for universal healthcare and equitable labor laws for all families in Hawaiʻi.

Queen Liliʻuokalani: Hawaiʻi's last reigning monarch was a staunch defender of her people's labor, economic sovereignty, and political rights against foreign corporate interests. Through her enduring philanthropy and foundations, she provided dedicated social, economic, and educational safety nets for destitute Native Hawaiian children and women.



Wilhelmine Kekelaokalaninui Widemann Dowsett: A prominent Native Hawaiian suffragist who founded the National Women’s Equal Suffrage Association of Hawaiʻi. She recognized that gaining voting rights was critical for working Native Hawaiian women to protect their land, families, and labor conditions.



Patsy Takemoto Mink: Born and raised in Maui, Mink (who was Japanese-American) worked intimately with Native Hawaiian communities on labor, environmental, and indigenous rights. She co-authored Title IX and championed the Women's Educational Equity Act, permanently dismantling gender discrimination in public education across the United States. [18, 19, 20, 21, 22] 

If you would like to explore deeper, I can focus on a specific time period (such as the 1893 overthrow, mid-century plantation strikes, or the 1970s Hawaiian Renaissance) or provide more detail on how indigenous language immersion programs were successfully passed into law. [23, 24] 
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