Scenario 2 – Academic Freedom

Teacher Z, a seventh-grade classroom teacher, has been fired based on a parent complaint about what has been taught in the classroom. Teacher Z has been fired for not following the expected behavior of district employees, not following the established curriculum, and using unapproved curricular materials.
This teacher works in a state that does not allow public sector employees to participate in collective bargaining.  There is no particular state or local policy covering teacher discipline or termination proceedings. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During a six-week instructional unit about the United States Constitution, Teacher Z has asked pairs of students to research and create projects about the “authors” of the constitution. Plans for the unit have been submitted to the principal in accordance with approved procedures.  Teacher Z has been working with the media center at both the school and district level to source learning materials for the students as they need them. One of the books, “Jefferson’s Sons” was sent and given to one of the teams to use.  It provides a story of Jefferson’s children that he had with his enslaved mistress, Sally Hemmings.  The parents took their complaint to the principal, who immediately placed Teacher Z on unpaid administrative leave while an investigation was made. 
Findings of the investigation:
· The parents brought their concerns to Teacher Z who rudely told them that the full and honest story of Thomas Jefferson is part of American history and the story of the U.S. Constitution.  When the parents told Teacher Z that George Washington was the author of the Constitution, they felt that they had been bullied when Teacher Z corrected their understanding about who actually wrote the document.  
· The parents were distraught that anti-American content was used with their child without their prior knowledge.
· The student reported feeling bad about how Sally Hemmings and her children had been treated by Thomas Jefferson.
· The book was part of an approved purchase by the district’s media center.
· There are no approved curricular materials at the district level for the state’s required curriculum unit on the United States Constitution.
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