Climate Change and Environmental Racism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introductory Activity: (10 min)
SET UP:
Have images printed on letter size paper (8 ½ x 11 inches) or larger in color and have them posted around the workshop room.
Place a certain number of seats by each image/on the table in order to set a limit on how many people can join a particular group.
For 40 participants, use 7 images with 5 or 6 seats set up around a table for each image.
Prepare one flipchart with the question(s) for each image and/or have the questions on a PowerPoint slide depending on the size of the room.
INSTRUCTIONS:
Explain to participants that they have two (2) minutes to go around the room and look at each image.  After they have seen them all, ask them to take a seat by the image that speaks to you the most when you think about climate change and environmental racism.  Once all the chairs are taken for the image, participants must choose another image.
Participants choose image and take a seat as soon as possible.
When the two (2) minutes are up, ask people standing by the same image to form a circle.  Explain that they will have five (5) minutes to briefly do the following as a group: 1) introduce yourself to the group; 2) explain why you chose this image; 3) discuss what you believe is the connection between your chosen image and environmental racism.
Facilitators should circulate to ensure that the groups are following instructions, the time is being shared, etc.
Note:  If a group for one image is too small, ask them to merge with another smaller group.
Debrief:
Ask the whole group if there were any similarities in the group answering the third question: What is the connection between this image and environmental racism?
PPT: (10 min)
Ask participants to leave smaller groups and return to their tables(seats).  Explain that we are going to watch two (2) videos that are available online and have a brief conversation afterwards
Video 1 – Causes and Effects of Climate Change
Video 2 – Environmental Racism Explained
Once videos are finished, ask the whole group the following: What did you think about the videos? Are any ideas new to you?
Types of Environmental Racism – (30 min)
SET UP:
Ask participants to return to table/group they were in for the image exercise (7 groups).
Hand out one (1) definition per group (i.e. Group 1 gets “Air Pollution”, Group 2 gets “Clean Water” and so on)
INSTRUCTIONS:
Explain to participants that as a group they have ten (10) minutes to: 
(a) Read term/definition
(b) Answer the question by writing and/or drawing on flip chart paper. Please draw in large letters so others can read your answers when the chart papers are posted.
(c) Prepare to present your definition and answer to the rest of the participants.  Each group will present in under two (2) minutes.  Groups should decide if they want to present as a group or have a spokesperson in advance.
Question: “How is ____ (your term) impacting black, brown and indigenous communities in the United States? Think about your home, community, workplace and/union.”
7 Types:
1. Air pollution
2. Clean water
3. Climate Migration/ “Climigration”
4. Extreme weather
5. Food production
6. Gentrification
7. Toxins
Encourage groups to address impact in terms of home, community, workplace and/or union rather than focus on one aspect.
Group report out: (15 min)
Each group presents answers in less than 2 minutes.
Wrap up:
Explain main points:
Black, brown and indigenous people and their communities are more vulnerable to climate change because of the gap between the rich and the poor.
Climate change and environmental racism intensifies racial inequalities.
Low income people are more likely to rent, are less prepared for extreme weather, less likely to be insured and have fewer financial resources to recover after events.
Any questions? Final thoughts?
Ask participants to post charts around the room so others can look at them later.

