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Guidance for Participants at NEA Conferences

In light of increased ICE activity across the country, the assignment of additional federal officers and in some cases, military troops, in cities across the United States, NEA provides this additional guidance to participants at NEA Conferences.


SAFETY TIPS

Tips for Reducing Risk

Take precautions to avoid unnecessary interactions with law enforcement. As a general rule, National Guard troops and federal law enforcement officers do not have the same authority as local police officers to arrest people for minor criminal offenses. However, federal officers may be able to stop and detain someone until a local police officer arrives and makes an arrest. 
· These may seem obvious, but we want to restate important guidance about the law: 
· Don’t consume alcohol, marijuana, or controlled substances in public. 
· Don’t deface, destroy, or litter on government property. 
· Don’t carry firearms or other weapons.
· Don’t allow law enforcement to enter your home or other private property without a warrant issued by a judge or magistrate. 

· When interacting with law enforcement, do not lie, physically resist, run away, or threaten to file a complaint. These types of actions can escalate the situation or result in your arrest. You’re unlikely to effectively fight police misconduct on the street; it’s safer to comply and challenge the officer’s actions later.  

Safety Tips and Resources

If you are traveling to a conference that may have a heightened law enforcement presence, please see the Know Your Rights guidance below.  

Key points to prioritize your safety: 

· Stay informed about street closures and protest activity. 
· Avoid areas with heavy law enforcement or military presence that make you feel uncomfortable. If you begin your commute and need to take an alternate route or need to select a different train or bus stop, please do so. We recognize that seeing law enforcement can be trauma-inducing.  Travel with a plan—know your routes and carry essentials. 
· If you feel unsafe or need support while attending our event, please contact Ellen Holmes 207-660-5589  
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
This legal information is intended to help you and your family understand your basic rights and how to assert them. However, it is not legal advice. If you have specific questions about criminal law, immigration issues, or other matters related to your circumstances, you should consult with an attorney. And as always, you should assess your own personal risks when determining how to act in any situation where law enforcement is present.    

You Have the Right to Film the Police

· When in a public space, you have the right to photograph or record anything in plain view. This includes law enforcement officers, as long as you are not “interfering with their duties.” If you witness law enforcement interacting with someone, you can record a video of the interaction using your phone. Do not interfere, as this may escalate the situation and put the individual at greater risk. 
· Whether it’s an ICE raid or checkpoint, police stop, or federal officers interacting with unhoused people, recordings of the interaction capture essential evidence. 
· Keep your distance when recording and do not attempt to intervene. 
· If you are on private property and are asked by the business or property owner to leave, move to a public space nearby.
· If you are told by a law enforcement officer to step back, do so while saying: “I am exercising my right to record.” If officers get closer to you, narrate that you are stepping back in a calm, audible voice. 
· Consider that you may be subject to further questioning as a result of documenting the interaction. 
· Learn important tips on how to record the police in the video below from Witness.org.

Always Ask “Am I Free to Go?”

· Police can lawfully ask you questions when you’re in a public place, but you don’t have to answer their questions. You can ask “am I free to leave?” If they say yes, you can walk away calmly. If they so no, ask “why,” but don’t attempt to leave. 
· If law enforcement officers stop you, your goal should be to leave the conversation as quickly and safely as possible. A “stop” under the Fourth Amendment is when police act in a way that would make a reasonable person feel not free to leave, such as ordering you to stop or physically halting you. 
· If stopped ask “am I free to go?” If they say yes, calmly walk away. If they say no, ask “am I under arrest?” 
· Police can stop you only if they have “reasonable suspicion” that you are engaged in a crime. “Reasonable suspicion” must be based on specific facts, not a vague or biased reason. However, it can be dangerous to argue with law enforcement, particularly for people in targeted populations. If you believe your rights have been violated, stay calm, remain silent except to ask for a lawyer, and file a complaint later. 
· Learn more about your rights when interacting with law enforcement by watching this webinar by the National Lawyers Guild.




Do Not Consent to a Search

· Law enforcement officers are allowed to “frisk” or pat down outside of your clothes to search for weapons — but they need a warrant for anything more, unless there is “probable cause” to believe you committed a crime.
· Law enforcement does not have the right to go through your phone or other devices without consent. 
· You never have to consent to a frisk or search of your person or your belongings, including your phone.
· Be aware that allowing access to your phone using biometrics (face recognition or thumb print) makes it much easier for law enforcement to access your phone if you are stopped or arrested; limiting your phone access by requiring at least a 6-digit or alphanumeric passcode makes it more secure. 
· Even if you think the police will not find anything illegal, you can say, “I do not consent to this search.” To stay safe and avoid escalating the situation, you should physically cooperate with the officers. 

Remain Silent

· Everyone in the U.S., regardless of their immigration status, has the right to remain silent when stopped, questioned, detained, or arrested by law enforcement. 
· If you are stopped, questioned, detained, or arrested by law enforcement, the safest thing to do is say nothing!
· Police can ask you questions in a public place. Avoid arguing with law enforcement or running away if you are questioned. Instead, say, “I don’t want to talk to you” or “I don’t want to answer that.”
· Rights that apply in other public places, such as the right to remain silent, also apply at checkpoints.
· Ask for a lawyer. If law enforcement officers persistently ask you questions, say, “I am going to remain silent. I want to speak to a lawyer.”
Minors do not have to answer questions from law enforcement without a lawyer present, and also  have the right to demand a parent or guardian be present during questioning to provide support and ensure the minor’s rights are protected. 
· Even if you believe your rights or the rights of someone else have been violated, it can be dangerous for people to argue with law enforcement about misconduct, especially for Black and Brown people. Keep yourself safe, record what you see, and file a complaint later.
· Learn more about your rights when you are stopped, detained, or arrested by reviewing this National Lawyers Guild guidance.

If You Are Arrested

· Remember, law enforcement officers can lie and make false promises about your situation. Do not sign, say, or agree to anything without a lawyer present.
· If you are taken to a police precinct for processing, give only your name and ID with your current address. 
· You are not required to submit to facial recognition or iris scans.
· If you are trans or non-binary, you have a right to be held in the cell of your choice.
· If you are hurt during an arrest, you have the right to request medical care. 
· Remember, if you are arrested, you have a right to make three free phone calls.


If You Are Stopped by ICE

· If law enforcement asks about your immigration status, you have the right to remain silent and do not have to discuss your immigration or citizenship status with police, immigration agents, or other officials. Anything you tell an officer can later be used against you in immigration court. 
· If you are an immigrant and do not have valid U.S. immigration documents, you have the right to remain silent. If you do not have status, do not talk and do not answer any questions. If you have lived in the United States for at least two years, you may wish to carry with you documents that prove this fact. Certain noncitizens who have been in the United States for fewer than two years may be at risk of fast-track deportations.
· If you are an immigrant who is 18 or older with valid U.S. immigration documents, you are legally required to carry evidence of your valid immigration documents with you. For example, a valid green card, work permit, visa, or unexpired TPS. It is recommended to carry a copy and keep the originals in a safe place. If you don’t have them, tell the officer that you want to remain silent, or that you want to consult a lawyer before answering any questions. If you have your valid U.S. immigration documents and you are asked for them, you must show them if you have them with you. This requirement only applies to immigration agents. You do not have to show any documents to local or state police, except that you do have to show a valid drivers’ license if police pull you over for a traffic violation. 
· If the police or an immigration agent asks if they can search you, you have the right to say no. Agents generally do not have the right to search you or your belongings without your permission or a warrant. 
· Do not carry false documents or papers from another country with you, like a foreign passport. They could be used against you in the deportation process. 
· If you are arrested or detained by ICE: 
· Exercise your right to remain silent. 
· State that you want to speak to your attorney. Do not answer any questions or sign anything without your attorney. 
· Contact your attorney immediately. You have the right to make a telephone call after you are arrested. 
· Do not use force or resist arrest, even if you think your rights are being violated. 
· You should contact Ellen Holmes 207-660-5589 as soon as possible after you have contacted your attorney.

For more detailed Know Your Rights information, please see Know Your Rights: Immigration Enforcement and  Know Your Rights: What to Do if Immigration Approaches, Arrests, or Detains You.   


Before You Participate in a Protest or Other Demonstration

You have a right to free speech.  You have a right to peaceably assemble.  NEA supports non-violent, lawful acts of protest.

· Whenever law enforcement officers are present at a protest, there is always a chance you will be detained or arrested, even if you are not doing anything wrong. If you plan to participate in a protest or other demonstration, review NEA’s Protest Guidance for NEA Leaders, Members, and Staff.
· Understand that National Guard troops and federal law enforcement officers have been ordered to protect federal personnel and federal facilities. Demonstrations that target such personnel or facilities raise heightened risks to protest participants.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES RELATED TO ICE

· You may want to consider using social media, the ICEBlock app, or similar apps to track real-time ICE activity.
· The American Immigration Lawyers Association provides a searchable directory if you need help in identifying an immigration attorney.
· The National Immigration Law Center (NILC) maintains up-to-date “Know Your Rights“ materials on their resources page, including: 
· Know Your Rights Under the U.S. Constitution – No Matter Who Is President (available in 4 languages) 
· Privacy Protections in Selected Federal Benefits Programs 
· Know Your Rights: What to Do if You Are Arrested or Detained by Immigration (available in 8 languages) 
·  ACLU’s Know Your Rights 
· Legal Aid Society’s Critical Resources for Immigrant Communities 
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