#1

Consider the following scenario:

You are at a family reunion and a rather outspoken relative says, “I can’t believe these teachers!  They get all of this paid time off and are still complaining about not making enough money.  Why can’t they get this contract settled?  With this economy, they should just be glad they have a job!”

1)  How will you respond to unmask the dominant narrative?

2)  What will you say to elevate our new narrative?  What kind of connections can you draw your audience in?

3)  How can you contrast what was said?  What can be said to point out how things might be different if the new narrative was shaping education discussions?

4)  What can you say to draw on your own journey with this world view?  How can you draw on your own experience?    

#2

Consider the following scenario:

While at a political fundraiser, your local representative, who you respect greatly, says, “I’m a strong labor supporter, but teachers unions are a different breed.  They are getting in the way of real educational reform in this country.  If we are ever going to close the achievement gap, the union is going to have to spot being such obstructionists.”

1)  How will you respond to unmask the dominant narrative?

2)  What will you say to elevate our new narrative?  What kind of connections can you draw your audience in?

3)  How can you contrast what was said?  What can be said to point out how things might be different if the new narrative was shaping education discussions?

4)  What can you say to draw on your own journey with this world view?  How can you draw on your own experience?    

#3

Consider the following scenario:

You are sitting at a local tavern with some other teachers.  Some brave individual who over hears you talking, comes over and says, “Must be rough to summers have off.  I’d love to be able to sit back all summer and relax.”

1)  How will you respond to unmask the dominant narrative?

2)  What will you say to elevate our new narrative?  What kind of connections can you draw your audience in?

3)  How can you contrast what was said?  What can be said to point out how things might be different if the new narrative was shaping education discussions?

4)  What can you say to draw on your own journey with this world view?  How can you draw on your own experience?    

#4

Consider the following scenario:

At a community meeting, a neighbor whose is discouraged about the student performance at your neighborhood school says, “They should just fire the teachers...the teachers and the principal...or make it a charter school and start over.”

1)  How will you respond to unmask the dominant narrative?

2)  What will you say to elevate our new narrative?  What kind of connections can you draw your audience in?

3)  How can you contrast what was said?  What can be said to point out how things might be different if the new narrative was shaping education discussions?

4)  What can you say to draw on your own journey with this world view?  How can you draw on your own experience?    
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