How We Talk About the Union Matters
Semantics Exercise (Adapted from Jane McAlevey, Strategic Campaign Training)
For this exercise, work as a group and please redo these sentences (common phrases).
 
You can’t use the following words: The union (or union at all), we, us, our, or I.
1. Bad = “Thank you.”
Better =
2. Bad = “Union membership is like insurance; don’t you want someone to protect you in case something bad happens?”
Better =
3. Bad = “Let me explain what the union does for you.”
Better =
4. Bad = “The union usually gets us more in pay raises and benefits than we pay in dues so if you do the math it’s definitely a good investment!”
Better =
5. Bad = “We need all the members to call state elected representatives to oppose this legislation.”
Better =
6. Bad = “You say you have a good principal now, but sometimes principals change, you never know. What if you end up with a bad boss tomorrow and need the union to stand up for you?”
Better =
7. Bad = “That’s not actually a grievance so there’s nothing we can do for you.”
Better =
8. Bad = “The union leadership is working hard to make it so you don’t have to strike because strikes are really hard and disruptive.”
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