Key Issues Facing LGBTQ+ Public School Educators and LGBTQ+ Students Today (2025–2026)
1. Hostile Policy and Legal Environment
For Educators
· Across the U.S., state and federal actions have increasingly targeted LGBTQ+ topics in schools, creating legal uncertainty for educators—particularly those who are LGBTQ+ themselves or who support LGBTQ+ students. [brookings.edu], [nea.org]
· Executive orders and state legislation have sought to restrict discussion of gender identity and sexual orientation, punish educators for affirming transgender students, and redefine federal civil rights protections in ways that exclude LGBTQ+ people. [nea.org], [hrc.org]
· Educators report fear of disciplinary action, job loss, or legal consequences for using inclusive curricula, respecting students’ names and pronouns, or displaying LGBTQ+ affirming symbols. [brookings.edu]
For Students
· As of late 2025, at least 277 state bills have been introduced or passed restricting LGBTQ+ student and educator rights, including bans on curriculum, sports participation, facilities access, and supportive practices in schools. [aclu.org]
· Supreme Court and lower court rulings have expanded parental opt‑out rights from LGBTQ+ content, further marginalizing LGBTQ+ students and complicating inclusive instruction. [weareteachers.com]

2. Curriculum Censorship and Erasure
For Educators
· Laws and policies banning or discouraging discussion of LGBTQ+ people, history, or families have led to widespread self‑censorship among teachers. [brookings.edu]
· LGBTQ+ educators are disproportionately affected, often feeling pressure to hide their identities, personal lives, or advocacy work to avoid complaints or retaliation. [brookings.edu]
For Students
· LGBTQ+ students experience curriculum erasure when their identities and histories are excluded, reinforcing stigma and invisibility at school. [transequality.org]
· Research consistently shows that students in schools with LGBTQ‑inclusive curricula report lower bullying rates, stronger school connectedness, and better academic outcomes. [naesp.org], [glsen.org]

3. Harassment, Bullying, and School Climate
Shared Impact
· 83% of LGBTQ+ students report experiencing harassment, bullying, or assault at school, and more than half report discriminatory school policies that interfere with learning. [glsen.org]
· Many incidents go unreported due to students’ belief that schools will not respond effectively—a perception often grounded in experience. [glsen.org]
For Educators
· LGBTQ+ educators report increased harassment from parents, community members, and even colleagues, especially in politicized environments. [brookings.edu]
· Threats, doxing, and social media campaigns targeting educators who support LGBTQ+ students have become more common. [nea.org]

4. Forced Outing and Privacy Concerns
For Students
· “Forced outing” policies require educators to notify parents if students use different names or pronouns at school, regardless of safety concerns at home. [transequality.org], [thetrevorproject.org]
· LGBTQ+ youth who are outed without consent experience higher rates of depression and lower access to family support. [thetrevorproject.org]
For Educators
· Teachers are placed in ethical and professional dilemmas—forced to choose between student safety and compliance with restrictive policies. [transequality.org]
· Some educators risk disciplinary action or termination for prioritizing student confidentiality and well‑being. [nea.org]

5. Mental Health and Well‑Being
For Students
· LGBTQ+ students experience significantly higher rates of anxiety, depression, and suicidality—especially in states or districts with anti‑LGBTQ+ school policies. [thetrevorproject.org]
· Studies show that even one supportive adult at school can reduce suicide risk by up to 43%, underscoring the importance of affirming educators. [americanprogress.org]
For Educators
· LGBTQ+ educators experience heightened stress, burnout, and fear due to politicized attacks on their identities and professional roles. [brookings.edu]
· Loss of institutional support and weakening enforcement of federal protections exacerbate these pressures. [nea.org]

6. Uneven Enforcement of Civil Rights Protections
· Title IX protections for LGBTQ+ students and educators remain inconsistent nationwide due to ongoing litigation and conflicting federal guidance. [nea.org], [nea.org]
· In many states, protections depend on local policy rather than enforceable federal standards, creating inequitable educational environments. [glsen.org]

Bottom Line
LGBTQ+ educators and students in public schools are facing interconnected challenges: legal hostility, curriculum censorship, harassment, mental health risks, and erosion of civil rights protections. The evidence is clear that affirming policies, inclusive curricula, and supportive educators improve outcomes for all students, while restrictive policies increase harm, fear, and educational inequ

