Hello All  -
Typically, this is the final reminder email - make sure you have registered, that you have scheduled an "Out of Office" message, used the RSVP link below for the evening pre-paid tour, and that you have already logged in to the online portal (see directions below in Pre Event Assignment section highlighted in yellow) so that you have access to all our materials.  We do not provide printed materials and there are items you will need to access, download, and interact with prior to your arrival.  All this is true, and I have an atypical topic to share with you. 

As we all prepare for Advancing LGBTQ+ Organizing Academy in Philadelphia, I want to make you aware of a situation that we are monitoring carefully and at the highest levels within NEA. The materials and names of the program leads have been leaked to FOX News.  There has been some limited sharing of this information on FOX News broadcast and social media. It was picked up by only a few others and only one outlet has done more with the story. In the grand scheme of social media events, this one is a really low on the radar.  That said we have some safety protocols to put in place.
The hotel will not be renaming our event “Public Schools Strong.” They will be ensuring that anyone entering the hotel and the levels where the meeting rooms are, actually have legitimate reasons to be there. NEA staff will be posted at the door and anyone entering will be checked to make sure we know you, and do a name badge check the first time we meet you.   The Tour Group has been notified and they have assured me that when there have been anti- LGBTQ+ protests, they don’t follow the tours into the Gayborhood.   All facilitators are aware of the situation and we will review some safety protocols on our planning day.  One final item we are putting in place is that all cell phones need to be left in your rooms.  No video, no pictures ,and no posting will occur during the event.  You may use break times to check your phones.  This is to ensure that no further information about our location and who is attending is leaked unintentionally.
For your information, these are two of the FOX articles online: 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/uncovered-docs-show-top-teachers-union-guiding-gender-transitions-bashing-conservatives-insane-asylum

https://defendinged.org/incidents/national-education-associations-upcoming-advancing-lgbtq-justice-and-transgender-advocacy-training-includes-transition-guides-for-employees-encourages-participants-to-use-arace-class-gender/


And this from Fox news broadcast  https://x.com/nickineily/status/1991944965593923701


Before, during, and after this event, If someone you don’t know engages you in conversation about your work or NEA affiliation, exercise caution, especially where “undercover” members of right-wing groups may be present.  Please be careful with who you share our materials with as they may be twisted in ways that we would not expect.
I want to acknowledge the range of emotions and concerns that some of you may be experiencing as a result of this news, and especially in light of ongoing and escalating tactics by the Trump Administration to use federal law enforcement and the military in American cities.
To help you make informed decisions and feel supported, please take time to review the attached memo. It includes:
· Background on federal law enforcement activities, including the deployment of the National Guard and federal law enforcement  officers
· Safety tips and strategies for reducing personal risk
· Know Your Rights guidance (related to protests, ICE, and arrests)
· Immigration resources
· Emergency contact information
We understand that travel may raise questions about individual and collective safety. Each of us must make a thoughtful, personal decision about attendance, based on our own circumstances and comfort level. If you have any concerns at this point please contact Karla Medina or Ellen Holmes. 
In addition to the memo, here are some general safety reminders to help you feel more secure during your time in Philadelphia:
· Familiarize yourself with the conditions in the host city, including reporting about aggressive law enforcement and protest activity. Currently in Philadelphia, there are none.
· Familiarize yourself with your hotel’s evacuation plan and nearest exits
· Keep electronic devices secure and avoid leaving them unattended
· Stay aware of your surroundings and travel in groups when possible
· Remove your credentials badge when away from the conference
· If someone you don’t know engages you in conversation about your work or NEA affiliation, exercise caution, especially where “undercover” members of right-wing groups may be present
· Use hotel safes for valuables and avoid displaying expensive items or large sums of money
· Be cautious when using ATMs: choose well-lit, populated areas
· Use security locks in your hotel room and verify any unexpected visits with the front desk
· Carry essentials close to your body and avoid poorly lit or isolated areas
· Stay connected with colleagues and check in with one another and family regularly
· Practice moderation and mindfulness, especially in social settings
We are committed to your safety and well-being. If you have any questions or need additional support, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Thank you for your continued dedication and care for one another.

Warmly,
Ellen Holmes and Karla Medina
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