Kentucky's reigning Teacher of the Year says LGBTQ discrimination led him to leave his job
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Willie Carver Jr. spent more than a decade working at Montgomery County High School, eventually earning Kentucky Teacher of the Year honors earlier in 2022. He won't be in the running for the award this year, though.
Carver, who is openly gay, said he's left his position for a job with the University of Kentucky, citing discrimination he said he's faced working in the school system
"It has been a very difficult time to be a teacher," Carver told The Courier Journal.
The "breaking point," Carver said, came when a woman who attended several school board meetings earlier this year accused him of grooming children in the school club he advised, "Open Light," a student-run LGBTQ group that he said pushes for "systemic change" – members take part in cleanup projects, learn about the history of minority and LGBTQ communities and work with mental health resources.
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"The response on the part of just a select few people and sort of the intensity of that, specifically coming to board meetings and doing things on social media, I think that was an added layer that really just makes it difficult to find happiness," Carver said.
Carver taught English and French at Montgomery County High School, just east of Lexington and a little over 100 miles from Louisville.
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