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Hispanic-Serving Institution Definitions

Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs) are defined in Title V of the Higher Education Act as not-for-profit institutions of higher learning with a
full-time equivalent (FTE) undergraduate student enroliment that is at least 25 percent Hispanic. The federal definition can be found here:

www?2.ed.gov/print/ programs/idueshsi/definition.html.
HACU maintains two lists of HSIs based on differing definitions for differing uses, either advocacy or membership.
1. For HACU's advocacy and research purposes, the "List of HSIs" follows the criteria set forth in Title V of the Higher Education Act.

* HACU often is asked for an "official’ list of Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs). As of 2016, the U.S. Department of Education began to
publish a list of eligible Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs), as a result of HACU's continued advocacy work. These institutions of
higher education are eligible to compete for HSI-related federal funding. The list can be found in the Hispanic-Serving Institutions
Division webpage: http://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/hsidivision.html.

* In the absence of there being an “official” HSI list in prior years, the HACU List of HSIs has been published online following the federal

definition. This list is developed using data from the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).

* In following this definition, HACU has only included non-profit institutions that are eligible for Title IV (federal student financial aid)
funding.

¢ Additionally, since institutional Hispanic enrollment percentage needs to be calculated, HACU has developed a custom file by
calculating the undergraduate full-time equivalent (FTE), as defined by IPEDS, by race/ethnicity. Further calculation is done to
determine the Hispanic FTE enrollment of each institution. The percent FTE Hispanic enrollment is rounded to the tenth decimal
point (e.g, 25.56% is rounded to 25.6%).

¢ Federal definition requires that institutions meet a 25.0% Hispanic FTE threshold; therefore, HACU only includes institutions that
meet the 25.0% minimum.

2. For HACU's membership purposes, HSIs are defined as colleges, universities, or systems/districts where total Hispanic enrollment
constitutes a minimum of 25% of the total headcount enrollment.

» “Total Enroliment” includes full-time and part-time students at the undergraduate or graduate level (including professional
schools) of the institution, or both (i.e, headcount of for-credit students).

* Member enrollment statistics are self reported by the institution for the fall semester of the year prior to the membership year. For
example, year 2009 members provide Fall 2008 enroliment statistics.

* HACU's HSI member institutions are listed on HACU's website.

Listing as an HSI by HACU, on either list, does not “certify” an institution as an HSI for Title V or other Federal grant purposes. Title V eligibility
(i.e, meeting the Federal definition of an HSI) is determined by the U.S. Department of Education as the first step in the application process
for a Title V grant. Specifically, if your college or university has (1) a full-time equivalent (FTE) enroliment of undergraduate students that is
at least 25 percent Hispanic students and (2) not less than 50 percent of all students are eligible for need-based Title IV aid, it should be an
“eligible institution” for Title V.

Eligibility designation qualifies an institution of higher education to receive grants under the Title V and Title Ill, Part A, Programs, provided
certain other program-specific eligibility requirements are met. Title V authorizes the Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions Program.
Title lll, Part A, authorizes the Strengthening Institutions, American Indian Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities, and Alaska Native and

Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions Programs. The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Institutional Development and Undergraduate
Education Service administers both programs. Visit their website for additional information. In particular, visit the Title V Program Statute for

legislation about Title V.
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Universities, founded in 1986, represents
more than 500 colleges and universities in
the United States, Latin America, Spain, and
school districts throughout the U.S. HACU is
the only national association representing
existing and emerging Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSIs). The Association’s
headquarters are in San Antonio, Texas,
with regional offices in Washington, D.C.
and Sacramento, California.
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Spaces are still available for the
13th Annual Deans' Forum, taking
place on October 31, 2024, at the
Gaylord Rockies Resort and
Convention Center in Aurora,
Colorado.
https://t.co/Z0iQAgQDIS
#HACU2024

HACU Emerging K
Leaders’ Summit |},

Friday, Octoher 4, 2024.
8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Building HLC2, Room 1550
6101 Highland Campus Dr.
Austin, TX 78752

HOSTED BY:
2 AUSTIN qscenggr LEMJERSH'P

OMMUNITY '
COLLEGE -

Apply at www.hacu.net/emergingleaders

ICYMI: HACU is accepting applications from
undergraduate and graduate #students to
participate in an in-person Emerging Leaders’
Summit on Oct. 4, 2024. The event will be held at

the Austin Community Coll

National Headquarters

4801 NW Loop 410, Suite 701
San Antonio, TX 78229
210-692-3805 (Main)
210-692-0823 (Fax)
hacu@hacu.net

Western Regional Office

1107 9th Street, Suite 850
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-442-0392 (Main)
916-446-4028 (Fax)
wro@hacu.net

Copyright ©2024All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

ege: Highland
=le]

Washington, D.C. Office

One Dupont Circle N.W.
Suite 430

Washington, D.C. 20036
202-833-8361 (Main)
202-496-9177 (Fax)
dcgr@hacu.net
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