FUNDING INIQUITIES IN

HIGHER ED

HBCUs & MSIs vs PWIs

Federal Funding
* HBCUs receive just 0.5% of federal education funding
e In 2020, HBCUs received an average of $3,927 per

student in federal funding
e Top PWIs received over $13,000 per student, nearly
three times the funding HBCUs received.

State Level
e Land-grant institutions, created by the Morrill

DECADES

o F Acts of 1862 and 1890, aimed to provide access for

U N D E R F U N D I N G all communities

« 16 states have collectively underfunded their land-

grant HBCUs by over $13 billion in the past 30

years.

HBCUs and MSIs were founded Research Grants

to provide educational access
for minorities

From 2010 to 2020, HBCUs received just 0.4% of

NIH research grants.

Majority of NIH and other federal research grants went to

PWis, allowing them to build robust research

infrastructures.
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Student Outcomes I Student Loan Debts

HBCUs and MSIs have a 35% graduation I African American students graduate with

rate, compared to 60% at PWIs | $7,400 more debt than white peers, with

| HBCU and MSI students especially impacted.

This reflects the challenges faced by I

students who often come from low- I 25% of HBCU students borrow $40,000 or

income backgrounds and receive less | more, compared to 6% at non-HBCUs. This is

financial aid I also common at MSis
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Endowment Gaps 70 | Actionable Solutions

Direct resources to institutions serving low-
income and minority students
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The combined endowment of all 101
HBCUs is approximately $2 billion
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Involve affected communities in designing
funding policies to ensure they address real
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vy League PWIs, like Harvard 50
University, have endowments
exceeding $40 billion—more than 20
times the combined endowment of
all HBCUs.

Tie funding to outcomes that are
transparent and measurable, ensuring
accountability and continuous
improvement.
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All HBCUs Assets Harvard University Assets
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