[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello Everyone!
Welcome to Winning School Board Elections Focused Academy, Philadelphia, PA- February 20-22.
This is a long email with several important pieces of information that you will need handy.
 
THREE KEY POINTS:
Any questions related to registration, participation or travel be directed to Karla Medina at kmedina@nea.org
Any questions about content be directed to Ellen Holmes at eholmes@nea.org . 
If you have travel disruptions or itinerary issues - contact the NEA travel partner directly. Ellen and Karla cannot help with that.
 
ROOMING LIST:
Attached is the rooming list. Please let Karla Medina know ASAP if your dates are not correct or if you are no longer attending.
 
HOTEL DETAILS
Hotel: Hyatt Centric Philadelphia (1620 Chancellor Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103)
Meeting Room: Alexander Ballroom AB (meeting starts at 8:30 AM)
Meals Room: Alexander Ballroom C (breakfast is from 7:30 AM – 8:30 AM)
 
Daily Schedule and What to Wear:
Each morning begins promptly at 8:30 in Alexander Ballroom AB.  Please make sure you have had your breakfast prior to coming located in the Alexander Ballroom C.  It is HIGHLY recommended that you bring a thermal bottle to make sure you have extra coffee or tea as needed in the training room as it may not be provided.  It is also recommended that you bring an extra fruit or pastry with you for breakfast and lunch as snacks may not be provided in the training room.  Lunch will be served on Tuesday and Wednesday from 12:00 to 1:00 in Alexander Ballroom C, and on Thursday from 1:00-2:00 a boxed lunch is provided. There will be morning and afternoon breaks at 10:15-10:30am ish and 2:15-2:30pm ish. Tuesday and Wednesday conclude at 5:00 and Thursday we conclude at 2:00.  Please dress in your most comfortable honorific, unionific, racial justice badassery. BE comfortable as we are all learners in this room together.  Have something to warm you if you are prone to chills in a conference room. Have something to keep you cool if you tend to be warm in meeting settings.  Your facilitator colleagues will all be in their most comfortable gear.   You will receive updates and resources for each day in the evening or very early morning of each session once the facilitator team has completed prepping. These are typically quick updates as needed on room location, PDF files of slides to follow along with, evaluation links, etc. Simply being able to access these prior to the meeting is all that is required.
 
Pre Attendance Tasks and Preparation  
The resources compiled here are short, relevant, and intended to help you shift from the day-to-day cognitive load of work to the thinking you will use as a learner at the academy. We rely on a number of popular education strategies that involve the use of texts and scenarios for group work.  Many participants find it difficult to do a “first read” in the classroom so we have provided those items here in case you would like to review them.   
 
Survey: Please fill out this survey by Sunday 2/18 – the team will be using this as part of their preparation. 
Read and Reflect: (Please Do Before Arriving)  
Please take the time before arriving to read our community agreements on pages 3-4. We will engage you in a discussion at the very start of our time together around these agreements and your commitment to them.    
Resources for Group Work: (Please Do Before Arriving)  
The resources on pages 5-28 are for group work. Below is a table with your specifically assigned article. Please read that one thoroughly and be familiar with the others.  BRING THESE ARTICLES WITH YOU AS THEY WILL NOT BE PART OF THE HANDOUTS ON SITE
 Articles for Thinking: (Optional Food for Thought)  
The resources included on pages 29-92 are primarily designed to help frame  “why” we are offering this academy. It is a number of articles about a school board election in Pennsylvania.   
  
	 Name 
	  
	 Assigned Article 

	Barbara  
	Antonetti  
	Colorado  

	Sandy  
	Arseneault  
	1776 Project  

	Lindsay  
	Bova  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Timothy  
	Couch  
	Time Article  

	Kristi  
	Critchlow  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Jim  
	Croad  
	Colorado  

	Gregory  
	D'Aguiar  
	1776 Project  

	Michael  
	DeVries  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Jake  
	Dominello  
	Time Article  

	Anna  
	Dougherty  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Mark  
	Halls  
	Colorado  

	Kristien  
	Hamilton  
	1776 Project  

	Amanda  
	Jennings  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Nicole  
	Joyce  
	Time Article  

	Dominique  
	Lee  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Deb  
	Lotan  
	Colorado  

	Alex  
	Lucini  
	1776 Project  

	Maria  
	Martinez  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Brittany  
	McCoy  
	Time Article  

	Amanda  
	Menas  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Sandy  
	Miller  
	Colorado  

	Jose  
	Perez  
	1776 Project  

	Debora  
	Porter  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Zach  
	Roberts  
	Time Article  

	Scott  
	Rude  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Rick  
	Scalf  
	Colorado  

	Linda  
	Sieck  
	1776 Project  

	Alene  
	Smith  
	Mom’s for Liberty  

	Sue Ellen  
	Sopher  
	Time Article  

	Lauren  
	Tice Miller  
	Philadelphia Inquirer Article  

	Anita  
	Vernon  
	Colorado  


 
Meighan Davis
Campaigns and Elections
National Education Association
443-758-7303 (cell)
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Ellen Holmes
My pronouns: she/her/hers
Organizational Specialist
National Education Association
207-660-5589 (text and voice)


Click Here For Information about UniServ Academies or Organizing Support Programs 

