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	Dear Educators,
As PSEA UniServ Representatives from Southeastern Region, which comprises Delaware and Chester Counties, we assist your local associations with bargaining your collective bargaining agreement, advocate in grievances when your employer violates your contract, and help members in need. 

Our upcoming general election is the most consequential in American history, particularly given the significant impact the outcome will have on public education and our schools. Considering how high the stakes are, we will share information, events, and what you can do up until the election to ensure the substantial progress that’s been made in education policy, both in Pennsylvania and nationally, continues.

If you haven’t heard about Trump’s Project 2025 plans, please know that if Trump wins and implements even some of these Project 2025 policy initiatives, the outcome will negatively alter the future of public education in the United States.



	Here are four destructive Project 2025 Education Policies I want you to know about:



	1. Elimination of the Department of Education: Without guardrails at higher levels of government, federal programs that impact the safety of school buildings, oversight and enforcement of nondiscriminatory policies, reduced and free meal programs, and more would be reduced or eliminated. 

2. Expansion of Voucher Programs: We know that every dollar given through a voucher program is a dollar taken from our public school system. Expanding access to charter schools, private schools, and voucher programs may work for some families, but that shouldn’t be at the expense of funding our schools. 

3.  Substantial Change to How our Schools are funded through IDEA and Title I: The ability of School Districts & IUs to accept block grants and not account for these programs can have a devastating impact for our special education teachers, related service providers, and support staff.  Trump would enact extreme budget cuts, which would cut Title I funding by 80% and lead to more than 225,000 teachers losing their jobs, greatly exacerbating the effects of current staff shortages. Those Title I and NCLB cuts would cost Districts in our Region over $25 million dollars in Federal funding. 

4. Privatization of Student Loans and Grants & Ending Loan Forgiveness: Trump and Project 2025 seek to minimize or remove federal involvement in student loan and grant programs returning them to the private sector. This will increase borrowing costs and reduce access to an affordable education for many students in shortage where we need to encourage and support more people to enter into education.   Project 2025 also proposes to phase out programs like Public Service Loan Forgiveness, which has been a lifeline for many educators to get their loans forgiven. 

History shows us what will happen with another Trump presidency.  In the words of Maya Angelou, “When someone shows you who they are, believe them the first time.”  These policies present a danger to the public education system which would reshape the way schools operate, negatively impacting educators, programs, and students in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

If these proposals concern you, join with other PSEA colleagues and become a PSEA Education Defender. We will begin to share ways next week to get involved in the 2024 election: get a lawn sign, attend a rally, participate in a virtual text/phone bank, write postcards etc.
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	Thank you for your continued dedication to protecting public education.  We look forward to working with you in the coming weeks to ensure that Pro Public Education Candidates are successful on Election Day.

Very truly Yours,
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Sign up now to become an

Education Defender!





