[bookmark: _GoBack]Race is a relatively modern, European colonizer construct for the rule and management of human difference and a social system that positions people in relation to power and exploitation. Race is at its core an idea with no scientific evidence of its existence, that is used to organize and manage groups of people at the level of populations with a view to exploiting them in various ways. So race does not stand alone from systems of power – the state, the colonial system and capitalism. This construct of race works in conjunction with other constructs, such as the law, policy, policing, surveillance, borders, and state and non-state institutions of various kinds, to enact practices that separate between people in order to dominate and exploit them. Race, class, and gender are always open to transformation because they are not concrete objects. The social construct of intrinsic differences between people based on race, class, or gender has no basis in science. Rather to understand it, we must see it as a range of – adaptable – understandings for effecting domination and exploitation.
Racism is the practices that produce and reproduce race. Racism is systemic and about imbalanced power dynamics that can be correlated with socially constructed race, class, and gender categories. Race as a construct is a tool of power –  and the use of it to divide and exploit people on the grounds of made-up divisions that are said to make them different from each other in an essential way is racism. Racism exists when ideas and assumptions about racial categories are used to justify and reproduce a racial hierarchy and racially structured society that unjustly limits access to resources, rights, and privileges on the basis of race. Racism’s existence is permitted when an imbalance in power and social status is generated by how we understand and act upon race.
Privilege and power are inequitably pooled among middle/owning class white straight men. A key to eradicating all types of inequity—racism, sexism, homophobia, etc.—is for anyone with privilege to resist denying inequity, especially by focusing on individual examples and by ignoring the central role of power in all types of inequity such as racism. 
Racism is not just a matter of bad attitudes towards people who are different to ourselves. Neither is it just the extremist actions of lone wolves. It is about creating the conditions in which whole groups of people are made more likely to die. Race intentionally constructs people as less-than-human, they are less capable of high paying jobs, they are less deserving of care, and more likely to be forced to exist in conditions which leads to impoverished lives which, in turn, can cause premature death. This is by design to preserve the status quo of those in power.
