Possible Levels of Oppression  Ideas
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My story: I’m a femme, gay man and since kindergarten I’ve always felt accepted by my friends. But appreciation of my outward expression didn’t reach far past my small friend group. I was bullied for being ‘too femme’ and to avoid being teased I’d deepen my voice around others. In P.E. I’d always be told that I “played like a girl” or that I was not good enough to play with the other boys because I was “too gay.” I was always being labeled as ‘too girly’ for being around so many women and also shunned from masculine groups because no one wanted to be hit on by a ‘gay boy.’ To the other boys, my mannerisms were a sort of oddity that they hoped wouldn’t catch on. Even my father advised me to “act more like a man” rather than more like myself.


LGBTQ+ youth in the juvenile justice system
For LGBTQ people, criminal justice involvement often starts at a young age. LGBTQ youth are extremely overrepresented in the juvenile justice system. Researchers estimate that 20% of youth in the juvenile justice system are lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning, gender nonconforming, or transgender compared with 4-6% of youth in the general population. The same research shows that 40% of girls (who were assigned female at birth) in the juvenile justice system identify as LBQ and/or gender nonconforming. This overrepresentation is largely due to the obstacles that LGBTQ youth face after fleeing abuse and lack of acceptance at home because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. In order to survive, LGBTQ youth are pushed towards criminalized behaviors such as drug sales, theft, or survival sex, which increase their risk of arrest and confinement[image: C:\Users\eholmes\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\B5C0B391.tmp].

In the latest state-level swing at LGBTQ health care access, Ohio will now allow medical providers to refuse to administer any medical treatment that violates their moral, ethical, or religious beliefs.
The language was buried in a 700-page document of last-minute amendments to the state’s two-year budget bill, which Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine approved last Thursday. The provision allows anyone providing medical care — from doctors and nurses to researchers and lab techs – and anyone paying for that care (namely, insurance providers), “the freedom to decline to perform, participate in, or pay for any health care service which violates the practitioner’s, institution’s, or payer’s conscience as informed by the moral, ethical, or religious beliefs.” 
The bill does not allow medical professionals to deny LGBTQ people care, carte blanche; the exemption “is limited to conscience-based objections to a particular health care service.” It goes on to say that the provider is “responsible for providing all appropriate health care services, other than the particular health care service that conflicts with the medical practitioner’s beliefs or convictions, until another medical practitioner or facility is available.”
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For the second time in two months, the home of a transgender Strasburg resident has been vandalized with spray-painted graffiti. Paul Rush, 27, of Branch Street, said that derogatory words and an obscene hand gesture were painted on their house Tuesday night. This comes after a Sept. 26 incident in which anti-LGBTQIA and anti-Black messages were spray painted on Rush’s home. On Sept. 23, Rush had displayed a pride flag to openly express being a non-binary transgender person, which means not identifying as a male or female. “Most of the time people, especially around here, tend to just disagree quietly, even if they put the occasional snarky Facebook post,” said Rush, who uses the pronouns they and their. “But that’s usually as far as it goes.”Rush said they waited until 2017 to come out as transgender to close friends because of the fear of what might happen. “This is the first time I’ve ever seen something like this,” said Rush, a lifelong Strasburg resident. Rush said they were a little worried on Tuesday because there’s generally an uptick of hateful actions against minority groups following a close election, regardless of who wins. Rush added that they stayed up “a little bit late” watching election results and if the vandals “came while we were awake, we certainly didn’t hear anything.” Although Rush said they do not have any proof, they have a gut feeling of the culprit’s identity. “Strasburg is a very small community. There’s not a lot of openly LGBT people here,” Rush said. “I believe it’s just the bigotry of just one person or maybe just a small group of people who live on this street or in this neighborhood.” Rush and their wife, who live with two cats, looked into purchasing a security camera after the first incident. They held off, however, because money was tight, Rush said.
Strasburg Police Chief Wayne Sager said his department is “absolutely” looking into these incidents as hate crimes and is actively working to gather evidence to find the offender and successfully prosecute them.“This is devastating to all of us,” Sager said. “It is not to be tolerated, and we’re going to do our best to bring justice to Mr. Rush and his family and friends as well, the victims of this.” Although officers have contacted 81 residents and businesses in the area, Sager said the department has not identified a person of interest. “With the vulgar language and the hate things that are being targeted there to Mr. Rush’s residence, we want to make sure we do our jobs,” Sager said.

It took Aimee Stephens several months to write a letter to her boss explaining that she was a transgender woman and planned to start coming to work as her true self.
She had been working as a funeral director and embalmer for RG & GR Harris Funeral Homes in Garden City, Michigan, for almost six years. She loved her job, but didn’t want to hide who she was anymore.
She agonized over what to say in the letter, wrote several drafts and sought input from her therapist. Finally satisfied, she handed the letter to her boss in the summer of 2013.
“He read it, he folded it up and put it in his pocket,” Stephens recalled in an interview with CNN. “And basically stood up and walked away.”
She was fired two weeks later.
Stephens filed a complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, which then sued the funeral home claiming that firing Stephens for being transgender was unlawful sex discrimination based on her employer’s sex- or gender-based expectations.
I was proposing to go from being a man in a suit to a woman in a dress and they couldn’t handle that part”
Aimee Stephens
“I was proposing to go from being a man in a suit to a woman in a dress and they couldn’t handle that part,” Stephens said.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Her boss stated that he fired Stephens because she “was no longer going to represent himself as a man” and “wanted to dress as a woman,”  [image: ]
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